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Resources on Autism, Theology, Worship and Spirituality 
 

Books 
 

Bogdashina, Olga, Autism and Spirituality: Psyche, Self and Spirit in People on the Autism 

Spectrum (London ; Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2013) 

Bowman, Jr., Daniel, On the Spectrum: Autism, Faith, and the Gifts of Neurodiversity (Grand 

Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2021) 

Burnett, Erin, With All Your Mind: Autism and the Church (Independently published, 2022) 

Campbell, Eilidh, Motherhood and Autism: An Embodied Theology of Motherhood and 

Disability (London: SCM Press, 2021) 
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Clark, Kelly James, God and the Brain: The Rationality of Belief (Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2019) 

(especially pages 137-158) 

Clark, Kelly, and Ingela Visuri, ‘Autism and the Panoply of Religious Belief, Disbelief and 

Experience’, in Neurology and Religion, ed. by Alasdair Coles and Joanna Collicutt 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2019), pp. 139–48 

<https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/neurology-and-religion/autism-and-the-

panoply-of-religious-belief-disbelief-and-

experience/48285C92DB52A35F8346F61CC73DEF16> 

Carpenter, Charles Thomas, Theology as the Road to Holiness in Saint Bonaventure 

(Mahwah, NJ: Paulist Press, 2019) 

Gillibrand, John, Disabled Church, Disabled Society: The Implications of Autism for 

Philosophy, Theology and Politics (London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2014) 

Hardwick, Lamar, I Am Strong: The Life and Journey of an Autistic Pastor (eLectio 

Publishing, 2017) 

Harshaw, Jill, God Beyond Words: Christian Theology and the Spiritual Experiences of 

People with Profound Intellectual Disabilities (London ; Philadelphia: Jessica 

Kingsley Publishers, 2016) 

Isanon, Abe, Spirituality and the Autism Spectrum: Of Falling Sparrows (London ; 

Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley, 2008) 

Kierkegaard, Søren, Papers and Journals: A Selection, trans. by Alastair Hannay (London ; 

New York: Penguin Books, 1996) 

———, Provocations: Spiritual Writings of Kierkegaard, ed. by Charles Moore (Walden, 

NY,; Robertsbridge, England ; Elsmore, Australia: Plough Publishing, 2014) 

<https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=

rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn9PeRrZj7AhWBSEEAHS3wCucQFnoECCAQA

Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntslibrary.com%2FPDF%2520Books%2FProv

ocations.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2ZStSeOyFssgmnRyMS80w1> 

(especially pages 19-24) 

———, The Crowd Is Untruth, trans. by Charles K. Bellinger 

<https://www.ccel.org/ccel/kierkegaard/untruth> [accessed 6 November 2022] 

Macaskill, Grant, Autism and the Church: Bible, Theology, and Community (Waco: Baylor 

University Press, 2019) 

Newman, Barbara J., Autism and Your Church: Nurturing the Spiritual Growth of People 

with Autism Spectrum Disorders, First Edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Faith Alive 

Christian Resources, 2006) 

Rapley, Stewart, Autistic Thinking in the Life of the Church (London: SCM Press, 2021) 

Salomon, Daniel A., Confessions of an Autistic Theologian: Doing Theology in Pictures – A 

Contextual, Liberation Theology for Humans on the Autism Spectrum (CreateSpace 

Independent Publishing Platform, 2013) 

Schneider, Matthew, God Loves the Autistic Mind: Prayer Guide for Those on the Spectrum 

and Those Who Love Us (Boston, MA: Pauline Books & Media, 2022) 

Somervell, Ben, Am I on the Wrong Planet?: Autistically Living a God-given Story I didn’t 

Choose (Independently-published as an Amazon Kindle eBook, forthcoming, 2023) 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/neurology-and-religion/autism-and-the-panoply-of-religious-belief-disbelief-and-experience/48285C92DB52A35F8346F61CC73DEF16
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/neurology-and-religion/autism-and-the-panoply-of-religious-belief-disbelief-and-experience/48285C92DB52A35F8346F61CC73DEF16
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/neurology-and-religion/autism-and-the-panoply-of-religious-belief-disbelief-and-experience/48285C92DB52A35F8346F61CC73DEF16
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn9PeRrZj7AhWBSEEAHS3wCucQFnoECCAQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntslibrary.com%2FPDF%2520Books%2FProvocations.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2ZStSeOyFssgmnRyMS80w1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn9PeRrZj7AhWBSEEAHS3wCucQFnoECCAQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntslibrary.com%2FPDF%2520Books%2FProvocations.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2ZStSeOyFssgmnRyMS80w1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn9PeRrZj7AhWBSEEAHS3wCucQFnoECCAQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntslibrary.com%2FPDF%2520Books%2FProvocations.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2ZStSeOyFssgmnRyMS80w1
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjn9PeRrZj7AhWBSEEAHS3wCucQFnoECCAQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ntslibrary.com%2FPDF%2520Books%2FProvocations.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2ZStSeOyFssgmnRyMS80w1
https://www.ccel.org/ccel/kierkegaard/untruth
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Stillman, William, Autism and the God Connection: Redefining the Autistic Experience 

Through Extraordinary Accounts of Spiritual Giftedness (Naperville, Ill: 

Sourcebooks, Inc, 2006) 

———, Autism Prophecies: How an Evolution of Healers and Intuitives Is Influencing Our 

Spiritual Future (Franklin Lakes, NJ: Career Press, 2010) 

Tammet, Daniel, Born on a Blue Day: A Memoir of Asperger’s and an Extraordinary Mind 

(London: Hodder & Stoughton, 2007) 

(especially pages 223-231) 

Watts, Michael, Kierkegaard: An Essential Introduction (Oxford: Oneworld, 2003) 

 (especially Kindle eBook Locations 2625-2734) 

Williams, Claire, Knowing God on the Spectrum: A Liberation Theology for Neurodiversity 

(London: SCM Press, 2023) 

Academic Journal Articles 
 

Barber, Christopher, ‘On Connectedness: Spirituality on the Autistic Spectrum’, Practical 

Theology, 4.2 (2011), 201–11 <https://doi.org/10.1558/prth.v4i2.201> 

Barber, Christopher, and Peter Kevern, ‘Spirituality and the Needs of Those with Autistic 

Spectrum Conditions: Some Implications for “Spiritual Care” Policies’, Journal for 

the Study of Spirituality, 1.2 (2011), 203–14 <https://doi.org/10.1558/jss.v1i2.203> 

Benn, Wallace, and Mark Burkill, ‘A Theological and Pastoral Critique of the Teachings of 

John Wimber’, Churchman, 101.2 (1987) <https://www.churchsociety.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/05/Cman_101_2_BennBurkill.pdf> 

Brock, Brian, ‘Autism, Care, and Christian Hope’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 

13.1 (2009), 7–28 <https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581404> 

Burnett, Erin, ‘“Different, Not Less”: Pastoral Care of Autistic Adults within Christian 

Churches’, Practical Theology, 14.3 (2021), 211–23 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/1756073X.2020.1850402> 

Bustion, Olivia, ‘Autism and Christianity: An Ethnographic Intervention’, Journal of the 

American Academy of Religion, 2017, 653–81 

<https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfw075> 

Conner, Benjamin T., ‘Affirming Presence: Spiritual Life and Friendship with Adolescents 

with Developmental Disabilities’, International Journal of Children’s Spirituality, 

15.4 (2010), 331–39 <https://doi.org/10.1080/1364436X.2010.533479> 

Dearey, Paul, ‘Do the Autistic Have a Prayer?’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 

13.1 (2009), 40–50 <https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581420> 

Deeley, Quinton, ‘Cognitive Style, Spirituality, and Religious Understanding: The Case of 

Autism’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 13.1 (2009), 77–82 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581479> 

Dubin, Nick, and Janet E. Graetz, ‘Through a Different Lens: Spirituality in the Lives of 

Individuals with Asperger’s Syndrome’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 

13.1 (2009), 29–39 <https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802505213> 

Edwards, Aaron P., ‘Taking the “Single Individual” Back to Church: The Possibility of a 

Kierkegaardian Ecclesiology’, Theology Today, 72.4 (2016), 431–46 

<https://doi.org/10.1177/0040573615610419> 

https://doi.org/10.1558/prth.v4i2.201
https://doi.org/10.1558/jss.v1i2.203
https://www.churchsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Cman_101_2_BennBurkill.pdf
https://www.churchsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Cman_101_2_BennBurkill.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581404
https://doi.org/10.1080/1756073X.2020.1850402
https://doi.org/10.1093/jaarel/lfw075
https://doi.org/10.1080/1364436X.2010.533479
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581420
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581479
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802505213
https://doi.org/10.1177/0040573615610419
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‘Faith and Autism Resource Collection’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 13.2 

(2009), 154–62 <https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802716281> 

Gordon, James, ‘Is a Sense of Self Essential to Spirituality?’, Journal of Religion, Disability 

& Health, 13.1 (2009), 51–63 <https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581438> 

Harshaw, Jill, ‘Autism and Love: Learning What Love Looks Like - A Response’, Practical 

Theology, 5.3 (2012), 279–86 <https://doi.org/10.1558/prth.v5i3.279> 

Hills, Karenne, Jayne Clapton, Pat Dorsett, and Kirsty Andersen, ‘Spirituality in the Context 

of Nonverbal Autism: A Research Process – Analysis and Findings’, Journal of 

Disability & Religion, 23.4 (2019), 365–86 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2019.1682104> 

Kenway, Ian M., ‘Blessing or Curse? Autism and the Rise of the Internet’, Journal of 

Religion, Disability & Health, 13.2 (2009), 94–103 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581495> 

———, ‘Controversy and Charity: The Disembodiment of Religion in Cyberspace’, The 

International Review of Information Ethics, 9 (2008), 41–46 

<https://doi.org/10.29173/irie329> 

Leidenhag, Joanna, ‘Accountability, Autism and Friendship with God’, Studies in Christian 

Ethics, 34.3 (2021), 347–59 <https://doi.org/10.1177/09539468211009759> 

———, ‘Autism, Doxology, and the Nature of Christian Worship’, Journal of Disability & 

Religion, 26.2 (2022), 211–24 <https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2021.1982840> 

———, ‘Does the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit Require a Neurotypical Brain?’, Puzzles in 

Science-Engaged Theology, 2020 <https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/does-the-

indwelling-of-the-holy-spirit-require-a-neurotypical-

brain/#:~:text=Similarly%2C%20a%20neurodivergent%20brain%20is,experie

nce%20and%20perception%20may%20result.> 

———, ‘The Challenge of Autism for Relational Approaches to Theological Anthropology’, 

International Journal of Systematic Theology, 23.1 (2021), 109–34 

<https://doi.org/10.1111/ijst.12453> 

Liu, Eleanor X., Erik W. Carter, Thomas L. Boehm, Naomi H. Annandale, and Courtney E. 

Taylor, ‘In Their Own Words: The Place of Faith in the Lives of Young People With 

Autism and Intellectual Disability’, Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 52.5 

(2014), 388–404 <https://doi.org/10.1352/1934-9556-52.5.388> 

Macaskill, Grant, ‘Autism Spectrum Disorders and the New Testament: Preliminary 

Reflections’, Journal of Disability & Religion, 22.1 (2018), 15–41 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2017.1373613> 

Macaskill, Grant, ‘Joy and Autism: Biblical, Theological and Practical Perspectives’, Journal 

of Disability & Religion, 24.3 (2020), 268–80 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2020.1750535> 

———, ‘The Bible, Autism and Other Profound Developmental Conditions: Regulating 

Hermeneutics’, Journal of Disability & Religion, 0.0 (2021), 1–25 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2021.1881024> 

McFall, Michael T., ‘Divine Hiddenness and Spiritual Autism’, The Heythrop Journal, 63.4 

(2022), 757–69 <https://doi.org/10.1111/heyj.12324> 

McGee, Diane, ‘Widening the Door of Inclusion for Children with Autism through Faith 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802716281
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581438
https://doi.org/10.1558/prth.v5i3.279
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2019.1682104
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581495
https://doi.org/10.29173/irie329
https://doi.org/10.1177/09539468211009759
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2021.1982840
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/does-the-indwelling-of-the-holy-spirit-require-a-neurotypical-brain/#:~:text=Similarly%2C%20a%20neurodivergent%20brain%20is,experience%20and%20perception%20may%20result.
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/does-the-indwelling-of-the-holy-spirit-require-a-neurotypical-brain/#:~:text=Similarly%2C%20a%20neurodivergent%20brain%20is,experience%20and%20perception%20may%20result.
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/does-the-indwelling-of-the-holy-spirit-require-a-neurotypical-brain/#:~:text=Similarly%2C%20a%20neurodivergent%20brain%20is,experience%20and%20perception%20may%20result.
https://set.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/does-the-indwelling-of-the-holy-spirit-require-a-neurotypical-brain/#:~:text=Similarly%2C%20a%20neurodivergent%20brain%20is,experience%20and%20perception%20may%20result.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijst.12453
https://doi.org/10.1352/1934-9556-52.5.388
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2017.1373613
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2020.1750535
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2021.1881024
https://doi.org/10.1111/heyj.12324
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Communities’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 14.3 (2010), 279–92 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/15228961003622351> 

Norenzayan, Ara, Will M. Gervais, and Kali H. Trzesniewski, ‘Mentalizing Deficits 

Constrain Belief in a Personal God’, ed. by Tiziana Zalla, PLoS ONE, 7.5 (2012), 

e36880 <https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0036880> 

Oliver, Kirstyn Rachel, ‘Faith, Spirituality and People with Autism’ (unpublished MA 

Thesis, University of Kent, 2017) 

<https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=

2ahUKEwinm9mhz737AhWEScAKHZeEAIAQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A

%2F%2Fsouthwark.anglican.org%2Fwp-

content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F12%2FFaith-Spirituality-and-People-with-

Autism-_-Kirstyn-Oliver.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3l0f1dm6Kyi98zo52dDn1B> 

van Ommen, Armand Léon, ‘Re-Imagining Church through Autism: A Singaporean Case 

Study’, Practical Theology, 2022, 1–12 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/1756073X.2022.2080630> 

Potter, David, ‘Spirituality and People with Learning Disabilities’, Tizard Learning Disability 

Review, 7.4 (2002), 36–38 <https://doi.org/10.1108/13595474200200038> 

Rapley, Stewart, ‘Autistic Thinking, Scripture and Church: A Qualitative Case Study and 

Proposal’, Practical Theology, 14.6 (2021), 557–69 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/1756073X.2021.1957540> 

Schaap-Jonker, Hanneke, Bram Sizoo, Jannine van Schothorst-van Roekel, and Jozef 

Corveleyn, ‘Autism Spectrum Disorders and the Image of God as a Core Aspect of 

Religiousness’, The International Journal for the Psychology of Religion, 23.2 (2013), 

145–60 <https://doi.org/10.1080/10508619.2012.688005> 

Shrier, Paul, ‘Messengers of Hope: A Boy With Autism, His Church, and the Special 

Olympics’, Journal of Disability & Religion, 21.2 (2017), 230–44 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2017.1299067> 

Swinton, John, ‘Reflections on Autistic Love: What Does Love Look Like?’, Practical 

Theology, 5.3 (2012), 259–78 <https://doi.org/10.1558/prth.v5i3.259> 

Swinton, John, and Christine Trevett, ‘Religion and Autism: Initiating an Interdisciplinary 

Conversation’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 13.1 (2009), 2–6 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802606193> 

Swinton, John, ‘Spirituality and the Lives of People with Learning Disabilities’, Tizard 

Learning Disability Review, 7.4 (2002), 29–35 

<https://doi.org/10.1108/13595474200200037> 

Trevett, Christine, ‘Asperger’s Syndrome and the Holy Fool: The Case of Brother Juniper’, 

Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 13.2 (2009), 129–50 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581537> 

Visuri, Ingela, ‘Could Everyone Talk to God? A Case Study on Asperger’s Syndrome, 

Religion, and Spirituality’, Journal of Religion, Disability & Health, 16.4 (2012), 

352–78 <https://doi.org/10.1080/15228967.2012.731888> 

———, ‘Rethinking Autism, Theism, and Atheism: Bodiless Agents and Imaginary 

Realities’, Archive for the Psychology of Religion, 40.1 (2018), 1–31 

<https://doi.org/10.1163/15736121-12341348> 

https://doi.org/10.1080/15228961003622351
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0036880
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinm9mhz737AhWEScAKHZeEAIAQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthwark.anglican.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F12%2FFaith-Spirituality-and-People-with-Autism-_-Kirstyn-Oliver.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3l0f1dm6Kyi98zo52dDn1B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinm9mhz737AhWEScAKHZeEAIAQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthwark.anglican.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F12%2FFaith-Spirituality-and-People-with-Autism-_-Kirstyn-Oliver.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3l0f1dm6Kyi98zo52dDn1B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinm9mhz737AhWEScAKHZeEAIAQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthwark.anglican.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F12%2FFaith-Spirituality-and-People-with-Autism-_-Kirstyn-Oliver.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3l0f1dm6Kyi98zo52dDn1B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinm9mhz737AhWEScAKHZeEAIAQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthwark.anglican.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F12%2FFaith-Spirituality-and-People-with-Autism-_-Kirstyn-Oliver.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3l0f1dm6Kyi98zo52dDn1B
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwinm9mhz737AhWEScAKHZeEAIAQFnoECA0QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouthwark.anglican.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2020%2F12%2FFaith-Spirituality-and-People-with-Autism-_-Kirstyn-Oliver.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3l0f1dm6Kyi98zo52dDn1B
https://doi.org/10.1080/1756073X.2022.2080630
https://doi.org/10.1108/13595474200200038
https://doi.org/10.1080/1756073X.2021.1957540
https://doi.org/10.1080/10508619.2012.688005
https://doi.org/10.1080/23312521.2017.1299067
https://doi.org/10.1558/prth.v5i3.259
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802606193
https://doi.org/10.1108/13595474200200037
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228960802581537
https://doi.org/10.1080/15228967.2012.731888
https://doi.org/10.1163/15736121-12341348
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———, ‘Sensory Supernatural Experiences in Autism’, Religion, Brain & Behavior, 10.2 

(2020), 151–65 <https://doi.org/10.1080/2153599X.2018.1548374> 

Volpe, Medi Ann, ‘Irresponsible Love: Rethinking Intellectual Disability, Humanity and the 

Church’, Modern Theology, 25.3 (2009), 491–501 <https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-

0025.2009.01538.x> 

 

Theses 
 

Lowery III, James Thomas, ‘Intervention Strategies for the Participation of People with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder in Communal Worship Experiences’ (unpublished D. Min. 

Thesis, Ashbury Theological Seminary, 2016) 

<https://place.asburyseminary.edu/ecommonsatsdissertations/837/> 

Somervell, Ben, “Sorrowful, Yet Always Rejoicing”: Lament as a Christian Response to the 

Sufferings Adults with High-functioning Autism Face (unpublished undergraduate 

dissertation in Theology and Religion, Durham University, 2021) 

 

Reports 
 

Memmott, Ann, Welcoming and Including Autistic People in Our Churches and Communities 

(Oxford: Diocese of Oxford, July 2021) 

<https://www.oxford.anglican.org/content/pages/documents/20211006-doc-

mission-ministry-welcoming-autism-church-guidelines-v01.pdf> 

Swinton, John, and Elaine Powrie, Why Are We Here: Meeting the Spiritual Needs of People 

with Learning Disabilities (Aberdeen: The University of Aberdeen, 2001) 

<https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=

2ahUKEwjv05Xi1r37AhWHglwKHQFoCtsQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2

F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Fsdhp%2Fcontent-

images%2FSpirituality_and_the_Lives_of_People_with_Learning_Disabilities.p

df&usg=AOvVaw3kbBJ5PErc0sXpbCDSnKSR> 

 

Websites 
 

Burnett, ‘Religious, but Not Spiritual: The Link between Autism and Progressive 

Christianity’, Progressive Christianity Network Britain 

<https://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/blog/post/religious-but-not-spiritual> [accessed 

15 September 2022] 

———, ‘“I Want to Love God with All My Mind, but as an Autistic Christian, My 

Brain Works Differently to Yours”’, Premier Christianity, 2022 

<https://www.premierchristianity.com/features/i-want-to-love-god-with-all-my-

mind-but-as-an-autistic-christian-my-brain-works-differently-to-

yours/13512.article> [accessed 16 September 2022] 

———, ‘The Ramblings of an Autistic Christian’, Erin Burnett, Author, 2020 

<http://erinburnettauthor.co.uk/ramblings-autistic-christian/> [accessed 15 

September 2022] 

Caldwell-Harris, Catherine, Caitlin Fox Murphy, Tessa Velazquez, and Patrick McNamara, 

https://doi.org/10.1080/2153599X.2018.1548374
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0025.2009.01538.x
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-0025.2009.01538.x
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/ecommonsatsdissertations/837/
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/content/pages/documents/20211006-doc-mission-ministry-welcoming-autism-church-guidelines-v01.pdf
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/content/pages/documents/20211006-doc-mission-ministry-welcoming-autism-church-guidelines-v01.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjv05Xi1r37AhWHglwKHQFoCtsQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Fsdhp%2Fcontent-images%2FSpirituality_and_the_Lives_of_People_with_Learning_Disabilities.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3kbBJ5PErc0sXpbCDSnKSR
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjv05Xi1r37AhWHglwKHQFoCtsQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Fsdhp%2Fcontent-images%2FSpirituality_and_the_Lives_of_People_with_Learning_Disabilities.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3kbBJ5PErc0sXpbCDSnKSR
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjv05Xi1r37AhWHglwKHQFoCtsQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Fsdhp%2Fcontent-images%2FSpirituality_and_the_Lives_of_People_with_Learning_Disabilities.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3kbBJ5PErc0sXpbCDSnKSR
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjv05Xi1r37AhWHglwKHQFoCtsQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Fsdhp%2Fcontent-images%2FSpirituality_and_the_Lives_of_People_with_Learning_Disabilities.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3kbBJ5PErc0sXpbCDSnKSR
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjv05Xi1r37AhWHglwKHQFoCtsQFnoECAoQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.abdn.ac.uk%2Fsdhp%2Fcontent-images%2FSpirituality_and_the_Lives_of_People_with_Learning_Disabilities.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3kbBJ5PErc0sXpbCDSnKSR
https://www.pcnbritain.org.uk/blog/post/religious-but-not-spiritual
https://www.premierchristianity.com/features/i-want-to-love-god-with-all-my-mind-but-as-an-autistic-christian-my-brain-works-differently-to-yours/13512.article
https://www.premierchristianity.com/features/i-want-to-love-god-with-all-my-mind-but-as-an-autistic-christian-my-brain-works-differently-to-yours/13512.article
https://www.premierchristianity.com/features/i-want-to-love-god-with-all-my-mind-but-as-an-autistic-christian-my-brain-works-differently-to-yours/13512.article
http://erinburnettauthor.co.uk/ramblings-autistic-christian/


Recommended Resources on Autism, Theology and Worship                                   21st November 2022 

Ben Somervell                                                                                                                     (Side 7 of 16) 

‘Religious Belief Systems of Persons with High Functioning Autism’, Proceedings of 

the Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, 33 (2011) 

<https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6zh3j3pr> [accessed 6 November 2022] 

Centre for Autism and Theology, ‘Research Projects’, University of Aberdeen 

<https://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/research-projects-1941.php> [accessed 20 

November 2022] 

———, ‘Resources’, University of Aberdeen, 2022 

<https://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/resources-1732.php> [accessed 20 November 

2022] 

Kenway, Ian M., ‘Members’, Autism Spectrum People and Religion Research Group 

(ASPARRG), 2011 

<http://www.bodyhealthreligion.org.uk/ASPARRG/members.html> [accessed 20 

November 2022] 

———, ‘Recent Publications by ASPARRG Members’, Autism Spectrum People and 

Religion Research Group (ASPARRG), 2011 

<http://www.bodyhealthreligion.org.uk/ASPARRG/publications.html> [accessed 

20 November 2022] 

Lowery, Alex, ‘Autistic and Christian’, Evangelicals Now, 2015 

<https://www.e-n.org.uk/2015/08/features/autistic-and-christian/8dd8b/> 

[accessed 20 November 2022] 

Lowery III, James Thomas, ‘Intervention Strategies for the Participation of People with 

Autism Spectrum Disorder in Communal Worship Experiences’ (unpublished D. Min. 

Thesis, Ashbury Theological Seminary, 2016) 

<https://place.asburyseminary.edu/ecommonsatsdissertations/837/> 

Somervell, Ben, ‘Come, Just as You Are to Worship’, Theology Seeking Faith in Durham 

<https://theologyseekingfaithindurham.wordpress.com/2018/07/28/come-just-as-

you-are-to-worship/> [accessed 6 November 2022] 

Terry, Katie, ‘A Wrinkle in the Fold: Inclusion of People with Autism Spectrum Disorders in 

Faith Communities’ (presented at the NACSW Convention 2014, Annapolis, 

Maryland, 2014) 

———, ‘Supernatural Experiences and Autistic Embodiment’, 2020 

<https://www.academia.edu/42191551/Visuri_I_2020_Supernatural_experiences

_and_autistic_embodiment> [accessed 5 November 2022] 

Walsh, Mary Beth, Alice F. Walsh, and William C. Gaventa, ‘Autism and Faith: A Journey 

into Community’, National Catholic Partnership on Disability (NCPD), 2011 

<https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/autism-and-faith-journey-community> 

[accessed 6 November 2022] 

 

Videos 
 

Bedard, Stephen, Mark Arnold, and Claire Williams, Autism: An Ongoing Conversation 

between Theory and Practice (Centre for Autism and Theology at the University of 

Aberdeen, 2021) <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7U-YiR2kEBc> [accessed 5 

November 2022] 

https://escholarship.org/uc/item/6zh3j3pr
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/research-projects-1941.php
https://www.abdn.ac.uk/sdhp/resources-1732.php
http://www.bodyhealthreligion.org.uk/ASPARRG/members.html
http://www.bodyhealthreligion.org.uk/ASPARRG/publications.html
https://www.e-n.org.uk/2015/08/features/autistic-and-christian/8dd8b/
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/ecommonsatsdissertations/837/
https://theologyseekingfaithindurham.wordpress.com/2018/07/28/come-just-as-you-are-to-worship/
https://theologyseekingfaithindurham.wordpress.com/2018/07/28/come-just-as-you-are-to-worship/
https://www.academia.edu/42191551/Visuri_I_2020_Supernatural_experiences_and_autistic_embodiment
https://www.academia.edu/42191551/Visuri_I_2020_Supernatural_experiences_and_autistic_embodiment
https://ncpd.org/resources_and_toolkits/autism-and-faith-journey-community
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7U-YiR2kEBc
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Bowman Jr., Daniel, An Autistic American Christian on Faith & Neurodiversity (Centre for 

Autism and Theology at the University of Aberdeen, 2022) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9YhsCRbnqY> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Burnett, Erin, “Different, Not Less”: Pastoral Care of Autistic Adults in Christian Churches 

(Centre for Autism and Theology at the University of Aberdeen, 2021) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-bC6Bwqzkk> [accessed 5 November 2022] 

Fletcher-Watson, Sue, Léon van Ommen, What We Know about Autism: Potential 

Intersections with Faith and Worship (Centre for Autism and Theology at the 

University of Aberdeen, 2021) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKx9oXyHiAw> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Heaton, Taylor, Autism and Religion: How Autism Influences Spirituality, 2022 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E2ndu7UWSE> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Horvat, Saša, The Religious Experience of People on the Autism Spectrum Disorder: 

Challenges and Benefits, 2021 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3lcKvuYaNo> 

[accessed 5 November 2022] 

Komarow, Andrew, Eileen Lamb, Adulting on the Spectrum: Autism and Religion (Autism 

Speaks, 2022) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4U_6qKuZHE> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Leidenhag, Joanna, Does the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit Require a Neurotypical Brain?, 

2020 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSna7jdfa-w> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Macaskill, Grant, Lisa Collinson, Autism, Theology and Language: A Game or Reality 

(Centre for Autism and Theology at the University of Aberdeen, 2021) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkXkpYuwPTk> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Macaskill, Grant, Autism and the Bible 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvd_pUvFB-0> [accessed 9 April 2020] 

Ommen, Léon van, “Autism Reveals the Liturgy to Us”: Autism, Worship and Liturgy 

(Centre for Autism and Theology at the University of Aberdeen, 2022) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAWF8d7GkLE> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Rapley, Stewart, Autistic Thinking in the Life of the Church (Centre for Autism and Theology 

at the University of Aberdeen, 2021) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcBJWfnQD_g> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Schaap-Jonker, Hanneke, Hans Schaeffer, Autism and God Representations (Centre for 

Autism and Theology at the University of Aberdeen, 2021) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uQJagjixtY> [accessed 5 November 2022] 

Somervell, Ben, A Christian Theology of Hope for ‘High-Functioning’ Autistic Adults, 2021 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r9YhsCRbnqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-bC6Bwqzkk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKx9oXyHiAw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E2ndu7UWSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3lcKvuYaNo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k4U_6qKuZHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSna7jdfa-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fkXkpYuwPTk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qvd_pUvFB-0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAWF8d7GkLE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mcBJWfnQD_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1uQJagjixtY
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<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_7gFWqDdS4> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Somervell, Ben, Autism and “The Trouble with Being Born”? Living a God-given Story I 

Didn’t Choose, 2021 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1tJNIqQW9o> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Swinton, John, Stewart Rapley, Cynthia Tam, Ellidh Campbell, Conversations with Authors 

of Recently Published Books on Autism, Theology and Church, 2021 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxUzJzdMzgE> [accessed 5 November 2022] 

Swinton, John, A Theology of Autism, 2011 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IoY11IW_h9U> [accessed 5 November 

2022] 

Teo, David, Wen Pin Leow, An Autism Church: The Story of the Chapel of Christ Our Hope 

(Centre for Autism and Theology at the University of Aberdeen, 2021) 

<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hswBgB_lBKI> [accessed 5 November 2022] 

Williams, Zoe, Music, Autism & Church Webinar (Centre for Autism and Theology at the 

University of Aberdeen, 2021) <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lr3EXyfNiP4> 

[accessed 5 November 2022]  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1_7gFWqDdS4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T1tJNIqQW9o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cxUzJzdMzgE
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General Resources on Autism 
Books 
 

Attwood, Tony, The Complete Guide to Asperger’s Syndrome (Jessica 

Kingsley Publishers, 2006) 

Jaarsma, Pier, Reflections on Autism: Ethical Perspectives on Autism Spectrum Disorder in 

Health Care and Education (Linköping, Sweden: Linköping University, Department 

of Medical and Health Sciences, 2014) 

Kim, Cynthia, Nerdy, Shy, and Socially Inappropriate: A User Guide to an Asperger Life 

(London Philadelphia: Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2014) 

King, Anthony, Living in a Bubble: A Guide to Being Diagnosed with High Functioning 

Asperger’s as an Adult (Faria Publishing Limited, 2019) 

 

Academic Journal Articles 
 

Barnes, Elizabeth, ‘Valuing Disability, Causing Disability’, Ethics, 125.1 (2014), 88–113 

<https://doi.org/10.1086/677021> 

Eric Barnes, R., and Helen McCabe, ‘Should We Welcome a Cure for Autism? A Survey of 

the Arguments’, Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, 15.3 (2012), 255–69 

<https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-011-9339-7> 

Hens, Kristien, Ingrid Robeyns, and Katrien Schaubroeck, ‘The Ethics of Autism’, 

Philosophy Compass, 14.1 (2019), e12559 <https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12559> 

Lim, Chong-Ming, ‘Accommodating Autistics and Treating Autism: Can We Have Both?’, 

Bioethics, 29.8 (2015), 564–72 <https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.12154> 

Miller, Kathleen K., ‘The Autism Paradox’, AMA Journal of Ethics, 17.4 (2015), 297–98 

<https://doi.org/10.1001/journalofethics.2015.17.4.fred1-1504> 

Richman, Kenneth A., ‘Autism and Moral Responsibility: Executive Function, Reasons 

Responsiveness, and Reasons Blockage’, Neuroethics, 11.1 (2018), 23–33 

<https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-017-9341-8> 

Savulescu, Julian, and Guy Kahane, ‘Disability: A Welfarist Approach’, Clinical Ethics, 6.1 

(2011), 45–51 <https://doi.org/10.1258/ce.2011.011010> 

Aaltola, Elisa, ‘Affective Empathy as Core Moral Agency: Psychopathy, Autism and Reason 

Revisited’, Philosophical Explorations, 17.1 (2014), 76–92 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/13869795.2013.825004> 

Bos, Jason, and Mark A. Stokes, ‘Cognitive Empathy Moderates the Relationship between 

Affective Empathy and Wellbeing in Adolescents with Autism Spectrum Disorder’, 

European Journal of Developmental Psychology, 16.4 (2019), 433–46 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/17405629.2018.1444987> 

Coelho, Sara, Sophia Marlene Bonatti, Elena Doering, Asena Paskaleva-Yankova, and 

Achim Stephan, ‘Moral Agency, Rules, and Temporality in People Who Are 

Diagnosed With Mild Forms of Autism: In Defense of a Sentimentalist View’, 

Frontiers in Psychology, 13 (2022), 875680 

<https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.875680> 

DeThorne, Laura S., ‘Revealing the Double Empathy Problem’, The ASHA Leader 

https://doi.org/10.1086/677021
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-011-9339-7
https://doi.org/10.1111/phc3.12559
https://doi.org/10.1111/bioe.12154
https://doi.org/10.1001/journalofethics.2015.17.4.fred1-1504
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-017-9341-8
https://doi.org/10.1258/ce.2011.011010
https://doi.org/10.1080/13869795.2013.825004
https://doi.org/10.1080/17405629.2018.1444987
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.875680
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(American Speech-Language-Hearing Association, 2020), world 

<https://doi.org/10.1044/leader.FTR2.25042020.58> 

Eric Barnes, R., and Helen McCabe, ‘Should We Welcome a Cure for Autism? A Survey of 

the Arguments’, Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy, 15.3 (2012), 255–69 

<https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-011-9339-7> 

Kennett, Jeanette, ‘Autism, Empathy and Moral Agency’, The Philosophical Quarterly 

(1950-), 52.208 (2002), 340–57 

Krahn, Timothy, and Andrew Fenton, ‘Autism, Empathy and Questions of Moral Agency’, 

Journal for the Theory of Social Behaviour, 39.2 (2009), 145–66 

<https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5914.2009.00402.x> 

Mathersul, Danielle, Skye McDonald, and Jacqueline  A. Rushby, ‘Understanding Advanced 

Theory of Mind and Empathy in High-Functioning Adults with Autism Spectrum 

Disorder’, Journal of Clinical and Experimental Neuropsychology, 35.6 (2013), 655–

68 <https://doi.org/10.1080/13803395.2013.809700> 

Milton, Damian E.M., ‘On the Ontological Status of Autism: The “Double Empathy 

Problem”’, Disability & Society, 27.6 (2012), 883–87 

<https://doi.org/10.1080/09687599.2012.710008> 

Richman, Kenneth A., ‘Autism and Moral Responsibility: Executive Function, Reasons 

Responsiveness, and Reasons Blockage’, Neuroethics, 11.1 (2018), 23–33 

<https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-017-9341-8> 

Smith, Adam, ‘The Empathy Imbalance Hypothesis of Autism: A Theoretical Approach to 

Cognitive and Emotional Empathy in Autistic Development’, The Psychological 

Record, 59.2 (2009), 273–94 <https://doi.org/10.1007/BF03395663> 

Song, Youming, Tingting Nie, Wendian Shi, Xudong Zhao, and Yongyong Yang, ‘Empathy 

Impairment in Individuals With Autism Spectrum Conditions From a 

Multidimensional Perspective: A Meta-Analysis’, Frontiers in Psychology, 10 (2019), 

1902 <https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.01902> 

 

Theses 
 

Bovell, Virginia, ‘Is the Prevention and/or Cure of Autism a Morally Legitimate Quest?’ 

(unpublished DPhil Thesis in Medical Sciences, University of Oxford, 2015) 

<https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:59b5a983-b6a9-4f39-a7fd-0c67757aab73> 

[accessed 6 November 2022] 

 

Websites 
 

‘Double Empathy: Why Autistic People Are Often Misunderstood’, Frontiers for Young 

Minds <https://kids.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frym.2021.554875> [accessed 

21 September 2022] 

Mazza, Monica, Maria C. Pino, Melania Mariano, Daniela Tempesta, Michele Ferrara, 

Domenico De Berardis, and others, ‘Affective and Cognitive Empathy in Adolescents 

with Autism Spectrum Disorder’, Frontiers in Human Neuroscience, 8 (2014) 

https://doi.org/10.1044/leader.FTR2.25042020.58
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11019-011-9339-7
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1468-5914.2009.00402.x
https://doi.org/10.1080/13803395.2013.809700
https://doi.org/10.1080/09687599.2012.710008
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12152-017-9341-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF03395663
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2019.01902
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:59b5a983-b6a9-4f39-a7fd-0c67757aab73
https://kids.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/frym.2021.554875
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<https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fnhum.2014.00791> [accessed 7 

November 2022] 

Wilkinson, Lee A., ‘Alexithymia, Empathy, and Autism’, Living Autism, 2017 

<https://livingautism.com/alexithymia-empathy-autism/> [accessed 18 April 2021] 

Zamzow, Rachel, ‘Double Empathy, Explained’, Spectrum | Autism Research News, 2021 

<https://www.spectrumnews.org/news/double-empathy-explained/> [accessed 7 

November 2022] 

 

Character Portrayals of Autism in Film 
 

The Imitation Game, dir. by Morten Tyldum (The Weinstein Company, 2014) 

 

Character Portrayals of Autism in Television 
 

‘And the Moonbeams Kiss the Sea’, dir. by Dan Reed, Lewis (ITV, 2008) 

<https://www.itv.com/watch/lewis/L1299/1a5634a0005> 

‘Atypical’, dir. by Michael Medico (Los Angeles, CA: Netflix, 2017) 

<https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80117540> 

‘Close Encounters’, dir. by Paul Harrison, A Touch of Frost (Leeds: ITV, 2003) 

<https://www.itv.com/watch/a-touch-of-frost/Ya1774/Ya1774a0032> 

‘The Good Doctor’ (Vancouver, British Columbia, 2017) 

<https://www.amazon.co.uk/Heartfelt/dp/B07BR7QMC8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=34TG

GM4A2L0DR&keywords=the+good+doctor&qid=1669069800&s=instant-

video&sprefix=the+good+doctor%2Cinstant-video%2C302&sr=1-1> 
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General Resources on the Theology of Disability 
Books 
 

Basselin, Timothy J., Flannery O’Connor: Writing a Theology of Disabled Humanity (Baylor 

University Press, 2020) 

Beates, Michael S., Disability and the Gospel: How God Uses Our Brokenness to Display 

His Grace (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2012) 

Brock, Brian, Disability: Living into the Diversity of Christ’s Body (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 

Academic, 2021) 

———, Wondrously Wounded: Theology, Disability, and the Body of Christ (Waco, Texas: 

Baylor University Press, 2020) 

Brock, Brian, and Stanley Hauerwas, Beginnings: Interrogating Hauerwas, ed. by Kevin 

Hargaden (London ; New York ; Oxford: T&T Clark, 2018) 

Brock, Brian, and John Swinton, eds., Disability in the Christian Tradition: A Reader (Grand 

Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2012) 

Clifton, Shane, Crippled Grace: Disability, Virtue Ethics, and the Good Life (Waco, TX: 

Baylor University Press, 2018) 

Conner, Benjamin T., Disabling Mission, Enabling Witness: Exploring Missiology through 

the Lens of Disability Studies, Missiological Engagements Series (Downers Grove, 

IL: IVP Academic, 2018) 

Creamer, Deborah Beth, Disability and Christian Theology: Embodied Limits and 

Constructive Possibilities (Oxford ; New York: Oxford University Press, 2009) 

Gaventa, William C., Disability and Spirituality: Recovering Wholeness (Waco, TX: Baylor 
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Resources on Theology and Depression 
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